Caregiver quality of life after autologous bone marrow transplantation.
Bone marrow transplantation (BMT) is a unique cancer therapy characterized by its novelty, intensity, and toxicity. Although families have been identified as having a critical influence on patient adaptation during the acute phase of BMT, minimal attention has been paid to their experiences during extended survivorship. This article reviews findings from a descriptive study on quality of life in primary caregivers of adult autologous bone marrow transplantation (AuBMT) survivors after acute hospitalization. Caregiver perceptions of their survival are delineated in an effort to characterize the dynamics of family recovery after BMT. Specifically, caregivers of AuBMT survivors require ongoing assistance to maintain their primary support role after BMT.